
Australian Barrel Horse Association 

Procedure: Implementation and Use of the ABHA Ground Rule Form 

1. Purpose 

This procedure outlines the mandatory process for adopting, completing, approving, and 

storing the official ABHA Ground Rule Form. It ensures consistency, transparency, and 

compliance across all ABHA-sanctioned events and affiliated clubs. 

2. Scope 

This procedure applies to: 

- All ABHA affiliates and event organisers 

- ABHA Office staff 

- Any individual responsible for drafting, submitting, or approving ground rules for ABHA-

sanctioned events 

3. Definitions 

Ground Rule Form – The official ABHA document used to record event-specific rules, 

conditions, fees, and operational details. 

Affiliate – Any club or organisation formally affiliated with the ABHA. 

Event Coordinator – The person appointed by the affiliate to manage event logistics and 

documentation. 



4. Responsibilities 

4.1 Affiliates / Event Coordinators 

- Complete and submit the ABHA Ground Rule Form before the commencement of their first 

ABHA-sanctioned event for the year. 

- Ensure all information is accurate and compliant with ABHA Constitution and rules. 

- Communicate approved ground rules to competitors before entries open for their first 

event. 

4.2 ABHA Office 

- Review submitted forms for completeness, clarity, and compliance. 

- Request amendments where required. 

- Approve forms and maintain the official archive. 

- Provide support and clarification to affiliates. 

- Email affiliate final copy of their ground rules. 

5. Procedure 

5.1 Accessing the Form 

1. Affiliates must download the latest version of the ABHA Ground Rule Form from the 

ABHA website or request it from the Office. 

2. Only the current version may be used. Outdated versions will not be accepted. 

5.2 Completing the Form 

1. The Event Coordinator must complete all mandatory fields. 

2. All information must be clear, specific, and consistent with the ABHA Constitution and 

Rule Book. 

3. Any variations from standard ABHA rules must be highlighted and justified. 

5.3 Submission and Approval 

1. Completed forms must be submitted to the ABHA Office before the commencement of the 

affiliate’s first ABHA-sanctioned event for the year. 

2. The Office will review the form within 5 business days. 

3. If amendments are required, the affiliate must update and resubmit promptly. 

4. Once approved, the Office will return the signed form to the affiliate and store a copy in 

the central archive. 



5.4 Communication to Competitors 

1. Affiliates must publish the approved ground rules: 

   - On the event’s entry platform 

   - On the affiliate’s website or social media (if applicable) 

2. Entries for the first event of the year cannot open until the approved form is publicly 

available. 

3. Any changes after publication must be approved by the Office and communicated 

immediately to all entrants. 

5.5 Event Day Compliance 

1. Event Coordinators must ensure all ground rules are followed as approved. 

2. Disputes must be resolved using the published ground rules and ABHA Constitution and 

Rule Book. 

3. Any deviations must be documented and reported to the Office within 48 hours. 

5.6 Record Keeping 

1. Affiliates must retain a copy of the approved form for three years. 

2. The ABHA Office will maintain a central archive. 

6. Review and Updates 

This procedure will be reviewed annually or when updates to the Ground Rule Form or 

ABHA Rule Book occur. Affiliates will be notified of any changes. 

  



Affiliate Rollout Announcement 

Subject: Introduction of the New ABHA Ground Rule Form Procedure 

Dear Affiliates, 

The Australian Barrel Horse Association is implementing a new Ground Rule Form 

procedure to improve consistency, clarity, and compliance across all ABHA-sanctioned 

events. 

 

Key points: 

- Affiliates must now submit the Ground Rule Form before the commencement of their first 

event for the year. 

- The ABHA Office will review and approve all submissions. 

- Approved ground rules must be published before entries open. 

 

This change strengthens transparency and ensures all competitors receive clear, consistent 

information. 

 

Please download the updated form from the ABHA website or contact the Office if you 

require assistance. 

 

Thank you for your cooperation and commitment to high-quality ABHA events. 

 

Australian Barrel Horse Association 


